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CAL POLY POMONA FOUNDATION, INC. 
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA 

 
Meeting of the Board of Directors, Number 361.5 – Special Meeting 

 
December 11, 2014 
1:30 pm – 2:00 pm 

Executive Conference Room, Building 55 
 

AGENDA 
            

SPECIAL MEETING 
 
 Roll Call  
               
             Page  
       
I. CONSENSUS ITEMS          

Consensus Items: Items in this section are considered to be routine and acted on by the board in one motion.  
Each item of the Consent agenda approved by the board shall be deemed to have been considered in full and 
adopted as recommended. Any board member may request that a consent item be removed from the consent 
agenda to be considered as a separate action item.  If no additional information is requested, the approval vote will 
be taken without discussion. An “A” distinguishes items requiring approval. 

 
           
II. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. One-Time Special Request Designated Fund All-Steinway Initiative G. Paul Storey   1 - 3  
(ATTACHMENT 361.5-II-A)     Executive Director/ 
       Sharon Hilles 
       Dean, CLASS 
 

III. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

None 
 
IV. INFORMATION ITEMS 

The following items provide information and reports by management staff to the board.  Staff and board may 
engage in discussion on any item if requested by board member or staff member. 

 
 

V. OPEN FORUM 
 
 
 

 



Memorandum

Date: December 4, 2014

To:

From:

Subject:

Board of Directors
Cal Poly Pomona Foundation, Inc.

AZ,fiLi6
G. Paul Storcy
Executive Director

CM Poly Pomona

Foundation

2014-2015 One-Time Special Request Designated Funds -Steinway Pianos

Sharon Hi Iles, Dean of the College of Letters, Arts, and Social Sciences is requesting a one-
time special Designated Fund of $269,499.25 for the All-Steinway Initiative, please see attached
memo from Sharon Hi Iles, regarding this request.

Statement of Need: At this point the University is four pianos and $269,499.25 short of its
fundraising goal, which includes a rebuild of the single Steinway that has been at the
University for many years. Because we have purchased a number of Steinway pianos from
Steinway & Sons through this Initiative, we are receiving a substantial discount, but this
discount is valid only through this calendar year. Price increases are expected January
1, 2015. At present, the Steinway project has $4,440.03 left in the Foundation Program
account. There are no additional state or Foundation funds available and we are requesting
Designated Funds to support and close out this All-Steinway Initiative.

The 2014-2015 Designated Fund budget approved by the Board is $1,817,109. This amount
includes the most recent Board approved one-time Designated Fund to support the 2015
Homecoming Event. If approved, the Designated Fund budget will be amended to include this
request for the All-Steinway Initiative.

The following resolution is recommended for approval:

RESOLVED, the Board of Directors approves the one-time special Designated Funds Request
for $269,499.25 to support the All-Steinway Initiative.

PASSED AND ADOI7ED THIS 11th DAY OF DECEMBER 2014.

B :
Rachel Dominguez, Sec
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Board of Directors

Memorandum

Date:

To:

December 4, 20'14

Board of Directors
Cal Poly Pomona Foundation, Inc.
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c eautsto/?yre@4V
Executive Director i'

Subject: 2014-2015 One-Time Special Request Designated Funds -Steinway Pianos

Sharon Hilles, Dean of the College of Letters, Arts, and Social Sciences is requesting a one-
time special Designated Fund of $269,499.25 for the All-Steinway Initiative, please see attached
memo from Sharon Hilles, regarding this request.

Statement of Need: At this point the University is four pianos and $269,499.25 short of its
fundraising goal, which includes a rebuild of the single Steinway that has been at the
University for many years. Because we have purchased a number of Steinway pianos from
Steinway & Sons through this Initiative, we are receiving a substantial discount, but this
discount is valid only through this calendar year. Price increases are expected January
1, 2015. At present, the Steinway project has $4,440.03 left in the Foundation Program
account. There are no additional state orFoundation funds available and we are requesting
Designated Funds to support and close out this All-Steinway Initiative.

fhe 2014-2015 Designated Fund budget approved by the Board is $1,8'17,109. This amount
includes the most recent Board approved onetime Designated Fund to support the 2015
Homecoming Event. lf approved, the Designated Fund budget will be amended to include this
request for the All-Steinway Initiative.

The following resolution is recommended for approval:

RESOLVED, the Board of Directors approves the one-time special Designated Funds Request
for $269,499.25 to support the AlFSteinway Initiative.

PASSED AND ADOPJED THIS. tlrh DAy OF DECEMBER 2014.

Rachel Dominguez,
Board of Directors
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Summary: Steinway & Sons pianos are recognized as state of the art instruments both nationally and
internationally. In fact, Steinway pianos are the performance standard for all other pianos both in physical
performance and tone quality. Not only are they the finest pianos made, they remain the choice of 9 out of 10
concert artist. According to world renowned concert pianist Greg Anderson (Millard, Yale), Steinway pianos
are our students' best and perhaps only possibility of realizing their full musical and artistic potential. For our
students to develop the proper techniques and ear training needed to succeed in their musical education and in
competitions, they need to be exposed to and become familiar with Steinway instruments. As one concert
pianist pointed out, when he finally began to practice on a Steinway instead of his home piano, he could
finally do what the teacher had been asking him to do. Steinways are used almost exclusively on the concert
stage and in music competitions worldwide. It makes good sense for CPP students to practice on the
instruments that they will encounter in music competitions, which are increasingly important to parents and to
many of our future and present students. One of our students (a business major) remarked that he could only
practice for short periods of time on our non-Steinway pianos; after that the sound is so harsh that it began to
hurt his ears; on our single Steinway (at the time) he could practice "forever." There are also no two Steinway
pianos that are exactly alike, and professional concert pianists have told us time and time again that no other
pianos are like a Steinway. Each Steinway piano is made by hand and takes over a year to complete. The
manufacturing process is designed to bring out the unique nature of each instrument constructed. CPP is
choosing specific instruments to meet faculty requirements as well as the unique acoustic environment in
which each will be used.

Steinways are a good investment: under conditions of almost constant use (e.g. in a university or conservatory
setting) they last considerably longer than other brands; they hold or increase their value over time, and
demonstrate the university's commitment to its students. Because Steinways are the world standard for
excellence, they also send a strong message to faculty, students, staff, parents and donors. As the Vice
President for Advancement of Nicholls University wrote of the university's experience in becoming an All-
Steinway School, donors felt that they were investing in the long-term health of the program and the
university. What better way to show students and faculty that we believe that they deserve the best and that
we believe in them?

Expected Outcome: Becoming an All-Steinway institution puts the university in an elite category shared by
only 170 universities and conservatories world-wide. Don Casey, Dean of the School of Music at DePaul said
that being an All-Steinway school is a banner of excellence that will fly over the entire university. In fact, the
largest number of students participating in Music Ensembles at CPP are from the College of Engineering The
next largest number is from the College of Business Administration, followed by the College of Science and
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then CLASS. 1 have read numerous letters from deans and department heads all over the United States who
have reported that becoming an All-Steinway School has increased the quality of applicants to the school in
all programs, and has resulted in raising the profile of the entire university. We have already seen some of till
at OW. The university was featured on Chinese TV and in the Korean press when a number of Steinways
were delivered, and a recent Steinway fundraising event was attended by numerous individuals who had
never even heard of CPP, even though they live in Walnut, Diamond Bar and surrounding areas. This last
purchase will complete the first phase of our initiative: to place a Steinway piano in every practice room and
every concert venue at CPP, including the Kellogg House.

Statement of Need: At this point we are four pianos and S269,49925 shy of our goal, which includes a
rebuild of the single Steinway that has been at CPP for many years. Because we have purchased a number of
Steinway pianos from Steinway & Sons already, we are receiving a substantial discount, but this is valid only
through this calendar year. Price increases are expected January I, 2015. At present, we have $4,440.03 left
in our account. We have no additional state or Foundation funds.

Budget for one-time funding request:

Unit Room Recommendation Price Reduction Trade-la Delivery Covers Lock Sales Tar Net Cost
22 Kellogg New Steinway

Model A
5131,1300.00 5(16,360.00) 5(2,500.00) 5295.00 S590.00 $140.00 $5,981.135 $69,946.85

23 170 New Roston
UP126E

$13,900.00 5(2,780.00) 5(1,400.00) 5195.00 5350.00 5- 51,049.115 $11314.85

24 191 New Steinway
Model D

$149,700.00 5(29,940.00) 3- $295.00 $680.00 $140.00 $10,878.75 3131.753.75

26 Steinway D Fact
Period Rebuild

549,000.00 52000.00 $680.00 $140.00 $4,663.80 556,483.80

Totals 5294,400.00 5(49,080.00) 5(3,600.00) $2,785.00 $2,300.00 $420.00 522474.25 3269,49925

Conclusion: We are requesting that Foundation assist the initiative by funding the last four purchases so that we are able to achieve
our goal. lf you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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